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Adrian VI (who, if he had lived might well
have reversed the current and re-united Europe)
Julius de Medici was elected at the age of forty-
five under the title of Clement VII.
He was a man of excellent morals, very great
erudition, good manners, perfect refinement, if
anything rather too much delicacy of mind and
of taste, a splendid patron of the arts and a sure
judge of excellence in them. He was also a
remarkably hard worker, taking the tremendous
duties of his office most seriously. Moreover he
was as intelligent as any man in Europe, What he
lacked was simplicity, also strength of initiative
and power of direction. He lacked both those
qualities which make for strong command
through what may be called the " squareness "
of a character, and those which make for success-
ful command through the moral simplicity of a
character. In the face of a difficult and involved
position his policy became a tangle of secret
and involved intrigues, and he had that fatal
symptom of weakness which takes the form of
always playing for time. There are, obviously,
occasions when playing for time is wise, but
Clement VII was one of those men who always
"""play for time, and when they find a decision
difficult, say to themselves that with sufficient
delay anything may turn up in their favour, and